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[Recording starts 0:00:00] 

Chad Lehman:

 “I’ve heard a lot of kids comment, “Oh, the library is really cool now” and this and that 
and a lot of it is due to the Makerspace. And if we didn’t have it, I don’t know if they 
will have that attitude.”

Vicki Davis:

The Ten-minute Teacher podcast with Vicki Davis. Every week day you’ll learn powerful 
practical ways to be a more remarkable teacher today. 

VICKI: Hello. It’s Tech Tool Tuesday. And today we’re going to have a little tech and a little 
arts and crafts as we talk about what Chad Lehman (Blog: http://chadlehman.com/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/imcguy ) , middle school library media specialist, is 
doing in a school. I saw a photo on Instagram and I just had to ask questions. And so 
we decided it was worth a discussion. So Chad, describe for us, what are the things 
that you have in this Makerspace you’re creating?

CHAD: Well, it’s been pretty fun, we’ve just kind of got things rolling about a month and a 
half ago, we have four Makey Makey kits (http://amzn.to/2mCDnkP)  for the kids, 
we have four of the Ollie robots http://amzn.to/2mCE2Tw , we have a number of 
different LittleBits kits http://amzn.to/2mCUXVX and Arduino coding kits 
http://amzn.to/2mmk8jG . Kids have been making a lot of music with those and kind 
of using the electronic modules for that. Three of the Bloxels videogame making kit 
http://amzn.to/2lNVftO . We’ve got five of the little Ozobot robots 
http://amzn.to/2l4mfIA  that kids are programming.

VICKI: Wow.

CHAD: And you’ve got arts too. Right?

VICKI: Yeah. We’ve got some Mandala coloring pages http://amzn.to/2mmpfjT   that the 
kids are working on, we have paper rollercoaster station http://amzn.to/2lO5WwC 
. I think probably our most popular section right now is our KEVA plank section 
http://amzn.to/2lNOKaI  so kids are really doing some neat creations with those. 
And then we also have some 3D pens http://amzn.to/2m2Kqqg  that are on their 
way right now, that should arrive next week. So those will be another fun little tool 
for the kids to explore.

[00:02:00]

VICKI: Okay. So let’s imagine that I am one of your middle school students. And little Vicki 
is standing in front of you looking at this Makerspace trying to figure out what to do. 
So what do you tell me?
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CHAD: Well, I think the thing that I would do is tell you to walk around and explore. We’ve 
got signs up for each of the stations that give just a little bit of a background on what 
the difference tool does or the equipment does. So the kids can see what’s going on 
there. We really have it setup to be an open-explore area. Kids are coming in during 
study halls or lunch recess or if they’ve got some time free during a class when they 
finish their own and they pop down.

A lot of it is just see what you can do. There’s a couple of stations that we’ve got 
setup where we have specific challenges created that the kids can complete. We 
have some setup for the Ollies, some programming challenges where they have to 
go into their account on the Spark Lightning Lab app http://amzn.to/2lh4bGf  and 
program the robot to do certain things. And then if they’re successful they get a 
badge and it gets put up on that particular challenge poster in the Makerspace. We 
are just introducing some KEVA plank challenges 
http://www.kevaplanks.com/lesson-plans-challenges-games-activities/ for the kids 
as well. So I think one of the things that I will tell kids is, come in, do you want to do 
something with technology, do you want to not do something with technology and 
just kind of explore your craft and building side? And then once you find something 
you like start it and, maybe, hit that again the next time you come in.

VICKI: Okay. So Chad, if I’m a librarian and I want to do this, what would you tell me was 
your biggest challenge or biggest mistake or something you might have done 
differently?
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CHAD: I think one of the things that we didn’t anticipate is how much interest the kids are 
really going to have. 

[00:04:00]

I’m new to the school this year and I’ve really tried to change the atmosphere of the 
library, it wasn’t quite as welcoming of a space as I would have liked it to be in 
previous years from what I’ve heard from other students and teachers. So I wanted 
it to just be a place where kids can come in and study or grab books or whatever. 
And now that we’ve added the Makerspace it’s kind of the place to be. But one of 
the things that we weren’t sure about was how many kids were really going to come 
in and take advantage of it?

So when we kind of started it right after the winter break, obviously, here in 
Wisconsin the weather in some cases is pretty cold and we have in-door recess days. 
So on a normal day we might have 15 to 20, maybe 25 kids in the Makerspace area 
and we – all of a sudden – with the combination of weather and it being new and us 
having a whole bunch of really fun stuff, we will have 40 or 50 kids. So the space that 
we had was great for the 20-25 but we weren’t quite sure how to manage so many 
kids. Which is a good problem to have but it did cause some problems because we 
still have kids coming in to study and do homework and now all of a sudden, the 
maker space is kind of spreading out into some of the portions of the library that 
have typically been more quite study areas and now it’s a little bit noisier.

So there’s been some adjustment both on our end and on the end of other students 
coming in just to kind of know what the expectations are. It might be a little bit 
louder so maybe I just need to put some headphones on jus to block out some of 
the noise of we’ve had to talk to the kids in the Makerspace and say, “Hey, we love 
that you’re really excited about this and you and your friends are working on this 
project and collaborating together, but you just need to turn the volume down a 
little bit on your voices.”

VICKI: But there are some librarians there listening to you thinking, “It’s the end of my 
library.”

[00:06:00]

CHAD: Yeah, I can see that. I’ve heard a lot of kids comment, “Oh, the library is really cool 
now” and this and that. And a lot of it is due to the Makerspace and if we didn’t have 
it I don’t know if they would have that attitude. I still have to work really hard to 
make sure that we’ve got a great library collection that we’re sharing out a lot of the 
new materials that we have and still really encouraging kids to come in and use the 
resources in the library, that the library isn’t just the Makerspace, it is still the school 
library.

And one of the things that I think will help that next year is that we’re looking to do 
a bigger renovation with our space an there’s a computer lab that’s attached to the 
library. Next year, that will be the Makerspace. We’re going to move everything in 
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there and get some new furniture and do a little remodeling there which will take a 
positive chaos that’s currently going on in the library and move it to more of a 
separate room, so it’s not quite taking up a third of our existing library. So I think 
some of the typical library atmosphere will return a little bit next year. But yeah, I 
can certainly see that. 

And if people aren’t ready for that change of a lot more activity, a lot more talking, 
I can certainly see people struggling with that.

VICKI: Yeah. But the library is just not for dust mites, you know.

CHAD: Yep, that’s the thing. There’s so much going on in school libraries and public libraries 
as well, its not just the quite “sit down and read your book” type of an atmosphere 
anymore. There’s a lot more going on. And I think the thing that school librarians 
need to realize is that if you don’t make those changes and move on with the times 
and have more technology available and create a warmer environment that kids 
aren’t going to come in. And that’s the last thing that we want.

VICKI: Teachers, this is truly a remarkable story. And we’ll include all these links and all of 
the resources that Chad sends us for you in the show notes.

[00:08:00]

But I think every school and even my classroom - have a Makerspace in my classroom 
and I love it. It’s just something that we should have as we try to promote creativity.

CHAD: Yes, it’s been so much fun. The stuff that the kids are creating is really neat. And one 
of the things that we’ve really been trying to do is share out what they’re doing. So 
we’re posting a ton of pictures and videos on our school Twitter page, we just started 
up an Instagram account for our school. We have a Seesaw blog that kids are posting 
to and reflecting on some of the stuff that they’re doing. So we’re really trying to get 
the word out and just spread the news about all the great things that the kids are 
doing. 

I think it’s just super important to share what they’re doing beyond the school walls 
and get other people to see how great out students are.

Thank you for listening to the Ten-minute Teacher Podcast. You can download the 
show notes and see the archive at coolcatteacher.com/podcast. Never stop learning. 

[End of Audio 0:09:11] 
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