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Dive into learning new skills over
your summer break.

by Vicki A. Davis

EDUCATOR SPOTLIGHT

Kristin Hokanson
Technology-integration coach
Upper Merion Area High School
King of Prussia, PA
Cable provided by Comcast

Louise Maine
Biology/environmental science teacher
Punxsutawney Area High School
Punxsutawney, PA
Cable provided by Comcast

Even if you plan to spend your summer at the beach or pool, a
laptop and MP3 player can bring professional-development
opportunities to your lounge chair. By visiting online educa-

tor lounges, tuning into educational online radio, plunging into
blogs and wikis, and joining collaborative online spaces, you can
further your education and return to school in the fall with a lot of
great new ideas—and a tan.

(Continued on page 12)

POOLSIDE
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT 

Kate Olson
Business education teacher
School District of La Cross
La Cross, WI
Cable provided by Charter Communications

Kathy Shields
Teacher, Webmaster
Creek View Elementary
Alpharetta, GA
Cable provided by Comcast
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LOUNGE AROUND
Massive communities of educators are forming in
online spots such as Twitter and Classroom 2.0.
Twitter uses a relatively new technology called
micro-blogging, in which each person has only
140 characters to share a thought, tool, or ex-
perience. In Twitter, a person finds other educa-
tors (by swapping Twitter IDs) and “follows“
them. After building a sufficient-sized network,
you can become entwined in the virtual grapevine
of the educational-technology community. Class-
room 2.0 uses a social-networking interface called
Ning to allow educators to share thoughts, pho-
tographs, videos, and ideas. Both tools are free,
and just a few minutes of hanging out in these
virtual teachers’ lounges will give you plenty of
ideas and lists of websites to visit.

Wisconsin business teacher Kate Olson, a mem-
ber of both sites, plans to work with her network
this summer to share ideas. For Olson, these
lounges often lead to e-mail or instant-message
discussions. “My network has provided me with
countless ideas and tools to use in my classroom,

such as wikispaces [a free wiki platform that
provides ad-free sites for K–12 educators],” she
says. “I’m still experimenting with wikis in my
classroom, but I would never have even known
to try without these learning networks.”

TUNE IN
Your MP3 player and iTunes software are the
gateway to free Internet radio shows called pod-
casts. “I plan to attend as many Women of Web
2.0 meetings as possible,” says Georgia elemen-
tary teacher Kathy Shields, talking about her fa-
vorite radio show on the burgeoning EdTechTalk
channel. This site and others, such as Infinite
Thinking Machine and the K12 Online Conference,
are full of episodes in which teachers, librarians,
and administrators share best practices. You can
download individual episodes or subscribe to a
show for automatic viewing.

PERFECT YOUR STROKE
Louise Maine, who has taught for 20 years, at-
tended summer school last year—online. “I was

immersed in reading blogs and learning from the
collective minds, as well as taking online 
professional-development courses,” says this
teacher from Punxsutawney, Penn. “I researched
project-based and authentic learning in order to
change my method of teaching.”  

Maine tells newcomers to the edublogosphere
to search for the authors of thought-provoking
articles they’ve read and read the blogs they link
to or those with the opposing view. Beginners
also may start at edublog directories such as
Alltop Education. To customize the experience,
many people set up their own blog readers using
a tool such as Netvibes or Google Reader. These
free websites deliver the latest news and posts
from your favorite authors.

LEARN THE BUTTERFLY
Some teachers use the summer for class time of
their own. Olson is looking into a Masters in 
educational technology at a university within driv-
ing distance that offers blended face-to-face 
instruction and online courses. Shields is 
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Alltop Education
education.alltop.com

Classroom 2.0
www.classroom20.com

EdTechTalk
www.edtechtalk.com

Google Reader
reader.google.com

Infinite Thinking 
Machine
www.infinitethinking.org

K12 Online 
Conference 2007
k12onlineconference.org

lynda.com
www.lynda.com

Netvibes
www.netvibes.com

Twitter
twitter.com

TUTORIALS

iTunes Podcast Tutorial
www.youtube.com/watch
?v=XLtSdOExTG8

Netvibes Tutorial
www.masey.com.au/blog/
index.php/toolbox/
netvibes-tutorial/ 

Twitter Tutorial
www.viddler.com/
explore/goldiekatsu/
videos/58
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brushing up on her knowledge of Flash ani-
mation software and Moodle (a classroom-
management tool) by signing up for two
months of classes at lynda.com, a site offer-
ing tutorials in many types of software. Shields
will use her new knowledge to rework her
school’s website and make it more interactive.

Some teachers use free collaborative tools,
such as Google Docs and wikis, to write 
reports and plans. Technology-integration
coach Kristin Hokanson, in King of Prussia,
Penn., is working with teachers at her high
school to integrate technology into their
teaching and is part of a team working to cre-
ate a comprehensive K–12 integrated technol-
ogy plan. “We are using Google Docs so that
teachers at all levels can provide their input,”
says Hokanson. “It is great that we don’t 
have to worry about everyone’s vacation sched-
ules, because this document can continue 
to evolve.” 

Hokanson’s school also has a wiki, which the
assistant superintendent uses to keep every-

one abreast of the district’s initiatives. “She
keeps it updated with meeting notes, research,
and current information,” says Hokanson.

DIVE RIGHT IN
With high-speed Internet access and a laptop,
you can bring a world of professional devel-
opment poolside. Chat with other teachers, lis-
ten in on a world of exciting educational
news, immerse yourself in educational blogs,
and dive into new learning experiences. As
Louise Maine says, “Taking ownership of your
own learning and professional growth is a
worthwhile pursuit and an excellent model
for students and teachers alike. It will change
the way you view learning and, as a result,
change the way learning happens in your
classroom.”                                           ::

Vicki Davis, a 2008 Cable’s Leaders in Learning
Award finalist and teacher in Camilla, Ga.,
blogs at Cool Cat Teacher (coolcatteacher
.blogspot.com).

GOOGLE READER INFINITE THINKING MACHINE K12 ONLINE CONFERENCE

iTUNES PODCAST TUTORIAL

RELATED RESOURCES

NETVIBES TUTORIAL TWITTER TUTORIAL
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